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FINEST INDIAN CUISINE
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COBRA
GOOD CURRY
SUIDE

Excellent Food, Yet Anather Year of success, Friendly Service.
Fully Licensed & Air Conditioned
For Reservarion & Take Away Service
Telephone: 020-8670 7602 or 020-8670 9583
BANQUETING SPECIAL - Wonday o Thutsday £10.95

Chegues & Credis Card Acerpied

FREE HOME DELIVERY
on Take Away Meals for ovdlers of £1LO0 or over or £1.50 charge for delivery
tiverid it J -8 minuier naifabie fram &.08pm. Fasu sfiaw cxira sime daring ruch oo T
SUNDAY BEFFET 232 Gipsy Road,
12.00 Noon to 5.30pm N
Adults - £6.95 London SE27 9RB
Children - £3.95 (Under 14-year) D
Eat as much as you like e iy e

www.tennis-4-kids.com

Learn young - have fun

Tennis-4-kids - available at St Stephen’s and
other venues in Dulwich, Beckenham and
Bromley for children aged 2-9.

Tennis-4-kids - a fun filled introduction to
tennis for the younger player. Played indoors
with small rackets, sponge balls and scaled-

down court.

Tennis-4-kids — aids agility, co-ordination
and balance

A positive introduction to tennis with lots
of fun
Special Offer:
free introductory lesson

For further details ring
Bev: 07710 347085
email: bev@tennis-4-kids.com

gordon@tennis-4-kids.com
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INDEPENDENT
FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

& MEMORIAL CONSULTANTS

Personal attention 24 howrs
Home visits af no extra cost
Weekend & Horse Drawn Funerals
Please telephone for a quotation

(0208670 1127505 )

384 Norwood Road, West Norwood SE27 9AA -)
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PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS |
Re-Patniation Service
0 and froan

Any Country

Helpline for Bereavement Counselling & Probate Problems
Low cost & DSS funerals available
Funerals & Memorials arranged nationwide
Please Telephone for a Quotation.

2 www.ststephensdulwich.org

Virgo Fidelis Prep School

An Independent Catholic School
For Girls and Boys aged 3 - 11
All faiths are warmly welcomed.

'A School where every child is valued,
where respect is paramount and where
fun is part of every day’

Small classes; outstanding academic
results - in the past two years, 30% of
pupils obtained scholarship to top local

schools.

Please contact the school for further
information.
147 Central Hill, Upper Norwood,
London, SE19 1IRS
Tel: 020 8653 2169
office@vfps.org
www.vfps.org




EDITORIAL

WELCOME

Andrea Hensher
Editor

™

Spring is here, a time for
shedding winter layers
as we head into longer,
lighter days. We hope to
bring you some seasonal
brightness in this second
issue of Spire, the community
magazine of St Stephen’s
Church, South Dulwich. Meet
the men at the tollgate,
discover what's happening at
Langbourne Primary and learn
about changes in church law
which make it easier to get
married at St Stephens. The
Easter story with its promise
of renewal brings a timely
opportunity  for  reflection,
while our roving photographer
offers another chance to win a
bar of chocolate for the reader
who can spot the location in
our picture competition. Once
again we have a selection of
community events for your
diaries and feature our very
own St Stephen’s Who's Who
just so you know what we all
look like. Okay. Ready? Let's
get on, then...

Where
in the parish?

Can you identify where you will
find this?

Thefirst five correct answers by post or email to the editor will receive
bars of fair trade chocolate

Last issue’s photograph was
on the Kingswood Estatel

- Looking for a
venue for your
party or group?

St Stephen’s Millennium Hall: available to hire from£35/hour.
To book contact Mrs Joy Farkinson on (020) 8670 5373 or
HallBookings@ststephensdulwich.org

Spire will be out three times a year. Let us know what you think at
Spire@ststephensdulwich.org

Also available to download at www.ststephensdulwich.org

St Stephen’s Church

College Road, Dulwich, London SE21 7HW

(020) 8766 7281

Our office is open on Saturday mornings 10.30-11.30.

Vicar

Revd Bernhard Schiinemann - vicar@ststephensdulwich.org
CURATE

Revd Nick Davies - curate@ststephensdulwich.org

READER

Mrs Trot Lavelle - trotl@ukonline.co.uk

CHURCHWARDENS

Joan Greenwood - churchwarden1@ststephensdulwich.org
Patrick Robathan - churchwarden2 @ststephensdulwich.org
VICAR'S SECRETARY

Gill Burdett - ParishOffice@ststephensdulwich.org
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This poetic phrase is taken
from the famous Christmas
Carol: ‘Hark the herald
angels sing,” and it neatly
draws to our attention how
closely related Christmas
and Easter are.

It is a question which is
sometimes raised at school
assemblies or even as an
argument amongst my own
children: what do you prefer
- Christmas or Easter, serious
presents or a glut of chocolate
Easter bunnies, leaving on one
side the unlikely possibility that
some might even prefer the
meagre hot-cross bun of Good
Friday to either of the above.

For me this poses the question
of how exactly humanity
might be saved through Jesus
Christ. Was it because God
humbled himself and heaven
touched earth at Christmas,
the time of the birth of our
saviour? Or was it because
this innocent man suffered on
the wood of the cross for us,
something we commemorate
so movingly on Good Friday.
Or was it because God changed

Risen with healing in his wings

Bernhard Schiinemann

everything at Easter and death
was turned into joy? The truth
s that Christmas, Good Friday
ind Easter belong intimately

"“together as an expression of

God's saving love, and it takes
us the best part of half a year to
celebrate them fittingly.

Easter 2009 is not just another

Easter. Many of the certainties

and fundamentals in our lives
that we have come to rely on
have been shaken-or at least
don't feel as firm as they used
to. For me all this has made the
message of Easter even more
relevant and more powerful.
It has made me ask myself
what gives me certainty and
joy in my life. Easter is a good
time to realign ones hopes and
expectations in this regard.

People sometimes turn to
ancient wisdoms to glean new
insights.
we have many witnesses who
describe the experience of Easter
faith in their lives. | came across
this powerful Easter sermon by
the fourth century saint and
teacher John Chrisostom:

“Enter ye all, therefore, into the
joy of our Lord, and let both
the first and those who come
after partake of the reward.
Rich and poor dance one with
another. Ye who fast and ye
who fast not, rejoice today. The
table is full laden: do ye all fare

sumptuously. The calf is ample, ==

let none go hungry. Let all

In the Christian fau;j;,g

partake of the banquet of faith.
Let all partake of the riches o
goodness. Let none lament
his poverty; for the mgdbm
is manifested for all." Let none
bewail his transg ‘ssio;é‘; for

pardon has dawned from t

tomb. LM fear death;for

w of the saviour has
u::e’%g

death was subdu

0 Death, ”h/eg)by’f@? O

Hades, where is, thy victory?”

Christ is.risen and'thowart cast
down. - Christ is risen and the .
demons have fallen.” Christ is
risen and the angels rejoice.
Christ is risen and life'is made
free. Christ is risen and there

is none dead in the tomb. For

Christ is raised from the dead,
and becomes the first fruits of

and dominion from Il ages to
all ages. Amen.” ? F
On behalf of St Stephen's |

would like to wish all
in the parish of So
many blessings at
our great festival of



WHO'S WHO AT ST STEPHEN'S

As you may know, St. Stephen’s is a lively place. As well as the regular services, we have a
Sunday school, a youth club, a social committee and concerts. There are a lot of people who
make It all happen and we wanted to introduce you to a few of them.

Revd. Bernhard Schunemann, Vicar

T: (020) 8693 3797

E: vicar@ststephensdulwich.org

Bernhard and his family arrived at St. Stephen’s in
2006. “I think that St. Stephen’s is a mix of tradi-
tion and informality. It's a relaxed Church where
people can find their own level.”

Revd. Nick Davies, Curate

T: (020) 8768 4273

E: curate@ststephensdulwich.org

Nick began his apprenticeship here last summer
and can often be found walking his Spaniel in the
woods. "I like the fact that St. Stephen’s is a pretty
forgiving place!”

Trot Lavelle, Reader

T: (020) 7274 1400

E: trotl@ukonline.co.uk

Trot lives in Camberwell and has worshipped here
for twenty years. As a Reader, Trot preaches and
often leads services at St. Stephens, “I appreciate
the depth of spirituality and the ever-presence of
prayer.”

Revd. Hazel Kimber, Hon. Priest

When not at Church Hazel is involved with a
number of groups on the Kingswood estate where
she lives. She says, “I like the warmth and wel-
come. | would encourage people to come and see
what they make of it.”

Revd. Peter Westwood, Hon. Priest

After a career in Prison Chaplaincy, Peter has wor-
shipped here for twenty years. "I think we're a
pretty welcoming place.”

Joan Greenwood, Church Warden

Joan is the 28th vicar's churchwarden and says she
feels a real responsibility for the building. “I like
the fact that it's a friendly Church and doesn’t have
any cliques.”

Patrick Robatham, Church Warden
Patrick says that he was first attracted to St.
Stephen’s ten years ago by the music and then
stayed because of the welcome he received.

www.ststephensdulwich.org 5



THE SPIRE INTERVIEWS....

Carol Field, Head Teacher,
Langbourne School

P
R

The atmosphere is ordered

but relaxed. A large screen
over reception scrolls pictures
of children involved in various
activities from snake-handling
to  carnival celebration.
Langbourne Primary School,
tucked away on Bowen Drive
on the Kingswood Estate, has
about 200 pupils and a loyal
staff, many of whom have been
there at least as long as the
head teacher Carol Field. She
has led the team for the last
eight years.

“Langbourne is a happy,
cheerful place, everybody here
is very welcoming. The staff
wants to be here and they like
people. | would say our main
strengths are that we care for
the children and are interested
in them as individuals.”

One Langbourne child told
Ofsted inspectors on a recent
visit that ‘the teachers never
give up on me’, and this may
be demonstrated in the well-
established range of peer

support groups in place to

A Calm, lovely place to be’

build self-esteem and help all
the children feel part of the
school community. “If a child
is a loner or having trouble
fitting in they choose four or
five other children and they
form what we call a circle of
friends; they'll play together,
encourage each other by
saying positive things and
this way the child can feel
supported and understood.”

As a Healthy School,
Langbourne has its own
flourishing vegetable garden
which supplies the school
kitchen, and the curriculum is
currently being developed to
make it more hands-on and
investigative for the children.

"We do a lot of trips out, to
show the children as much as
we can of the world outside
the estate and expose them
to different things. My
vision is that every child will
make the best of themselves
academically and leave here
with confidence and good
self-esteem so that whatever
pathway they go for they can
feel fulfilled.” One pupil was

awarded a full scholarship to
Dulwich College last year.

The school connects with the
local community by offering
classes for parents, with a
successful and well-attended
parenting and cooking courses
offered recently. Each summer
the children make costumes
and instruments for a carnival
procession which goes around
the estate.

There are changes ahead. The
Harris Academy will be using
part of the Langbourne site
for a year from September
09 for their Year 7 students.
“This will involve extensive
refurbishment and re-
equipping to provide science,
IT and sports facilities. Some
Harris staff will also work with
Langbourne children during
the year, and at the end of that
time that section of the school
will return to Langbourne and
become a resource for the
community.”




AT YOUR SERVICE

‘The most natural thing

in the world’

Thinking of a Church wedding?

If you have ever passed
St. Stephens on a
Saturday in summer
you will know that it
is a popular place for
weddings. Last year a
change was made to
legislation which now
makes it even easier for
people to get married in
Church.

That is good news for couples
like Caroline and Richard who
have chosen to get married
at St. Stephen’s later this
year. Richard explains, "My
grandfather was a minister
and it just seemed the most
natural thing to do. It is nice
to get married in the heart of
the community. Somehow it
all makes sense, rather than
in some anonymous Council
building.”

Although not living in the
parish they have chosen to
attend St. Stephen’s for six
months before their wedding.
In this way they can be married
here. “It's been great, people
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| ROGER POPE

& PARTNERS

INDEPENDENT DISPENCING OPTICIANS
| INDULWICH TO GIVE YOU PERSONAL ATTENTION

SPORTS EYEWEAR CHILDREN'S FRAMES

CONTACT LENSES NHS & PRIVATE TESTING

29 DULWICH VILLAGE SE21 TBN TEL: 020 8239 0230
| Ao ni &1 New Cawercian Sarent Longkos W10 STV Tl 220 Y505 2124 waw. 1Sgirmepe oovsh

have been very welcoming
and introduced themselves
over coffee. We visited some
other Churches but things just
seemed to chime for us at St.
Stephen’s” says Caroline.

The new legislation means
that if you, your fiancé or
your parents have lived in
the parish for six months or
reqgularly attended worship at
St. Stephen’s for six months,
you can get married here. In
addition, if you were baptised
or prepared for confirmation
here or if your parents or
grandparents were married
here, you too can be married
here. If none of the above
seems to apply but your heart
is set on St. Stephen’s, you can
join Caroline and Richard and
attend worship here for six
months.

The poetry of the wedding
service makes it clear that
a lifelong commitment
needs love, forgiveness and
understanding - as well as the
support of family and friends.
In an age when people ask
questions about the best way
to raise children, a Church
wedding is one way to put your
plans on a firm foundation.

As the popular passage
from St. Paul’s first letter to
the Corinthians says, “Faith,
hope and love remain but the
greatest of these is love.”

If you are considering getting
married here, you can get
further details from our website
or by dropping in to our open
office on Saturday mornings
10.30-11.30.

www.ststephensdulwich.org 7



MEET THE GATEKEEPERS

The men in the Toll Booth give us a glimpse

into their world

The College Road Tollgate
may be a nifty traffic-calming
device or an irritating incon-
venience, depending on your
point of view. For the men
who staff this controversial
local landmark it's an un-
predictable and occasionally
alarming workplace.

Frank and Dudley are the two
mainstays of the Toll Gate
which separates St Stephen’s
from Dulwich College and
Dulwich Village. Franktook on
the job fifteen years ago after
an illness caused him to give
up work on the buses. Dudley
{'{oined 8 years ago after retiring
rom the Railways where he
had been an assistant in their
engineering school. Both came
to Britain as young men, settled
and brought up children and
are now proud grandparents.

Frank enjoys meeting people
and answering their questions;
he helps many find their
destinations and is surprised
at how many ask him what
the weather 'is going to be

K

Frank Williams

Dudley Yearwood

like. Dudley is quieter, though
he does readily emerge from
the toll booth when needed.
He has overcome the shock
of being attacked in his
second year of doing this job

by two youths who inflicted
permanent damage to one
eye in a robbery. "On another
occasion a driver who did not
want to pay the toll fetched an
axe from his car; fortunately the
man thought better of using it
and went away peaceably.

The Toll Gate has been here
since 1789 when the then
Lord of the Manor of Penge,
John Morgan, built a road from
Pent};\e Common, at the top of
the hill - now the site of Crystal
Palace - to fields which he
rented from Dulwich College.
When the lease expired in 1809
the College ke?t the toll. Today
they see its value in controlling
the volume of traffic. Originally
the cottage by the gate was
built for the gate keeper but
in recent years the cottage
has been sold and the present
gate with its central kiosk was
opened in 1993.

Today the cost of passing
through is £1 each way. In
1901 it was 3 old pence per car
for a return journey; 10d for a
score of beasts; and 2 1/2d for
a score of sheep, lambs, hogs
or goats. This compares well
with today’s price.”

(WWW.MeasuringWorth.com  calcu-

lates that the price of a car through
the toll would be the equivalent of
97 pence, based on the Retail Price
Index.-Ed.)




The Secret Garden,
your local independent
garden centre

A very individual and beautiful garden centre in Crystal Palace becomes
a big favourite with all who find it. Come and see all the treasures that this
garden centre has to offer including herbs, perennials, shrubs, trees and seeds.
Try growing your own fruit and vegetables, because home-grown

tastes so much better, especially when it's organic.

Some reasons to visit

» Wide range of excellent plants, pots, tools
and trellis

* K nowledgeable, friendly staffwho care
about plants

* Delivery service

* Monday — Saturday 9-6, Sunday 10-5

# Wild bird food, H el [oDeo Alo

* Free parking, next to Sainsbury’s

The Secret Garden, Coxwell Road, Westow Street, Upper Norwood, SE19 3AF

Tel:020 B771 B200 www.thesecretgardencentre.com
* Dffar e udes gift bokere, Calor gas, Hils pet food Offer closes 30/ 042000




MAGGIE'S

The Ultimate in home cleaning
(020) 8777 9713 (Answerphone)

’ Regular monthly, bi-weekly or
LUIGI'S RESTAURANT weekly service to coincide with your
, s . i ts. We also offer a spring
Italian Specialities at their best requiremen . .
& The finest Italian wines cleaning service.

FULLY LICENSED

Maggie's professionally trained team
Operlm_:ii gﬁ;?g{;;:\/eek of ]%dies are here to dust your blues

10.30 pm away. We are in your area now. We
=UP supply all our own materials and
equipment.

129 Gypsy Hill, Dulwich, London, SE19 1QS Ring us on our mobile:
(020) 8670 1843 07860 367857
Proprietor: Mr Genaro Machin
www.luigis-online.co.uk
Cleaning in Dulwich for 25 years

DUCKS is a Kindergarten and Infants School for children aged 6 months to 7 years situated
in its own extensive grounds in south Dulwich. It forms part of Dulwich College, retaining
its own identity, but benefiting from the College’s outstanding facilities. We are proud to be
members of the St Stephen’s community and would like to thank the church for welcoming
us at various services there during the year.

DUCKS

www.dulwich.org.uk/ducks

10 www.ststephensdulwich.org




WHAT'S ON THIS SPRING

2" - 4% April 8pm
Dulwich Players present

The Rivals - Edward Alleyn
Theatre, Dulwich College.

Tickets £8 (020) 8699 6398

5t April 10.30-12.30am

Friends of Dulwich Picture
Gallery

Easter Egg Trail £5 per child

15t April 7.30pm
Friend of Dulwich Picture
Gallery

Concert — Vienna Piano Trio
play Beethoven and Schu-
bert. Tickets £22, including
a glass of wine

17 April 7.30 pm
Charity concert in aid of
Practical Action SE London
St Bartholomew’s Church,
Westwood Hill, Sydenham.
Tickets £12, including a glass
of wine.

8 — 17t May
Dulwich Festival.
www.dulwichfestival.co.uk

15t May 7pm
Kingsdale School

Dulwich Youth Gala
Concert

11t June 7pm
Kingsdale School
Drama Festival

25" June 7pm
Kingsdale School
Music Festival .

15t July 7pm
Kingsdale Chamber Choir
atthe O,

1 - 12%July

Sydenham Arts Festival.
See www.sydenhamarts.com
for information or to get
involved

The donkeys at last year’s Palm Sunday Church’s Together procession

3 July 7pm
Kingsdale School
Dance Festival

17t July
Langbourne School

Summer Carnival
procession and School Fair

Kingswoobp House —
regular classes and activities

Mondays
9.45—-1.15am

Yoga
10 - T1am

Under 5s storytelling &

music in the Library
1- 3pm
Pilates

Tuesdays
9.30-11am
Surestart
1-3pm
Feeling Good (Aerobics)

ST MARGARET CLiTHEROE RC

4 Kingswood Drive
Dulwich SE19 1UR

Fr Sean Hearty
(020) 8670 1639

5t April Palm Sunday
10.30am Mass

including  Street proces-
sion with Donkeys and St
Stephens and Kingswood
Churches

9t April Maundy Thursday
Evening Mass 7.30pm

10 April Good Friday
3pm Solemn Liturgy
7.30pm Stations of the Cross

11t April Holy Saturday
7.30pm Easter Vigil

12t April Easter Sunday
10.30am Easter Mass

Normal services

Sundays
9am Portuguese Mass

10.30am Parish Mass

Saturday
6.30pm Mass

KinGswoob COMMUN/TY
CHURCH

Langbourne School
Gymnasium (entrance in
Bowen Drive)

Contact: Sandra Surrey 0798
600 2389

Sunday service 10.30am

www.ststephensdulwich.org 11
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5 Aprll| PALM SUNDAY :

10am Eucumenical processmn with
donkeys and band

Service starts b -the shops 1 Seeley
=Drive (ngiwood Estate) *‘(
Following, the reading of the paSSIon

and Palm Sunday Holy Eucharist.
Families - with = children especially
welcome = -

9 April: MAUNDY THyRﬁDAY
8pm Parlsh% pper & Eucharlst
Supper and. foot Washlng in the
Church Hall followed by

until midnight - Bamili
children are especi

first hour of this!

10 April: GOOD FRIDAY

“10am Exploring Good Friday
an‘all age workshop
(Church hall)

2pm Good Friday I|tud§¥$ . w
with veneration of the'€ross o

€

12 April: EASTER SUNDAY
5am Easter Vigil - _
with Easter Fire outside the ch
celebration of the rg;cfrrec 0
8am Holy CommunioniBGH

10am Easter Day Parisk
with Sunday Schoolforichl

~Services

Sunday;

8% Hol niof
(BCP) \ @*
10am Sung Parish

Euglarist with Footsteps
|

Monday % Friday:

8.30am Silent Prayer
followed at 8.45am by
Morning Prayer

ednesday: JE}IL

9.45 Holy E:hii t




